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QUOTE: SECRET STATE 198336 

EXDIS DISTRIBUTE AS NODIS 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PEPR, EG, SA, IR, IS, US 

SUBJECT: ISRAELI INTEREST IN ESTABLISHING DISCREET CONTACT 
WITH SAUDI ARABIA CONCERNING SOVIET THREAT 

REF: TEL AVIV 9309 

1 . SINCE IT IS UNLIKELY THAT THE SECRETARY WILL BE IN 
DIRECT CONTACT WITH SAUDI LEADERS DURING HIS MIDDLE EAST 
TRIP, WE HAVE CONSIDERED DESIRABILITY OF RAISING THIS 
QUESTION WITH SAUDIS THROUGH ANOTHER CHANNEL AND HAVE COME 
TO CONCLUSION IT WOULD BE PREMATURE TO DO SO. WE BELIEVE 
SECRET 

SECRET 
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SAUDI LEADERSHIP RECOGNIZES THAT COMMON INTEREST WITH 
ISRAELIS IN CHECKING SOVIET INFLUENCE IN MIDDLE EAST AND 
AFRICA MIGHT DEVELOP IN TIME UNDER CONDITIONS OF MIDDLE 
EAST PEACE. WE BELIEVE, HOWEVER, THAT SAUDIS WOULD BE 
QUITE UNPREPARED TO CONSIDER POSITIVELY A SUGGESTION FOR 
SUCH COOPERATION AT THIS TIME, AND MIGHT WELL MISUNDERSTAND 
OUR CONVEYING IT. FROM HIGH-LEVEL RECENT CONTACTS WITH 
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SAUDIS IT IS CLEAR SAUDI LEADERSHIP IS SKEPTICAL THAT 
SIGNIFICANT PROGRESS IS BEING MADE IN THE PEACE PROCESS 
AND CONSEQUENTLY UNLI KE LY TO FOCUS AT THIS TIME ON POSSI- 
BILITY OF COOPERATION WITH ISRAELIS IN A FUTURE PEACEFUL 
ENVIRONMENT IN THE MIDDLE EAST. WE BELIEVE SAUDIS WOULD 
BE TOTALLY UNABLE TO ENTERTAIN CONCEPT OF COOPERATION WITH 

ISRAELIS, HOWEVER DISCREET, IN PRESENT CIRCUMSTANCES AND 
THAT THEY MIGHT INTERPRET OUR SUGGESTING THIS AS AN 
INDICATION THAT WE FEEL PEACE PROCESS IS BOGGING DOWN. 

2; THIS SUBJECT SHOULD BE KEPT IN OUR RESPECTIVE TICKLER 
FTLF..S BECAUSE, IF THERE COULD BE GENUINE MOVEMENT TOWARD 
PEACE, THIS KIND OF ISRAELI-SAUDI RELATIONSHIP IS SOME- 
THING WE WOULD WANT TO ENCOURAGE AT THE RIGHT MOMENT. 

WE WOULD LIKE TO SEE THAT TIME COME SOONER RATHER THAN 
LATER BECAUSE OF GENERAL CONCERN ABOUT RECENT GAINS IN 
AFGHANISTAN, PDRY AND ELSEWHERE OF SOVIET-RELATED FORCES. 
BUT THIS; UNFORTUNATELY, IS NOT THE RIGHT MOMENT. 
CHRISTOPHER UNQUOTE CHRISTOPHER 
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